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On Nov. 9, the US religious organization Pastors for Peace announced a convoy of food, medicine
and bicycles would be sent to Cuba later this month. With the shipment, the organization was
openly defying a US economic embargo, which imposes fines of up to US$250,000 and prison
terms of up to 10 years for unlicensed exports to Cuba. The shipments, valued at about US$100,000,
will be donated to three non-governmental organizations: the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial
Center in Havana, the Cuban Ecumenical Council of Churches and the Integrated Committee of
Representatives of Evangelical Churches in Havana. Pastors for Peace spokespersons said they
would deliberately not apply for a license to send the aid. "The laws under which the embargo
operates represent a serious infringement upon the affairs of the church to carry out its mission
of humanitarian aid to our sisters and brothers in other churches in Cuba," said Reverend Lucius
Walker, one of the organization's directors. "To ask for a license is to concede to the government
that it has the authority to determine the church's exercise of its historical biblical and theological
mission," he said. Pastors for Peace will ship the aid in a caravan of 45 busses and trucks from nine
cities in the US, which will convene in Texas by Nov. 17. From there, the cargo will be transferred
to Tampico, Mexico, where it will be loaded onto a ship for Cuba. The aid project was organized
in coordination with the US Inter-Religious Foundation for Community Organization and the
Mexican-based Cuban solidarity project Va por Cuba. The project was launched in November 1991
by Mexican intellectuals, artists, and politicians to seek an end to the US embargo against Cuba.
Meanwhile, on Nov. 6, Cuban Foreign Minister Ricardo Alarcon announced that his country will
seek UN support against the US new "Cuban Democracy Law," which tightens the 30-year embargo
by prohibiting North American subsidiaries that operate in third countries from trading with Cuba.
On Nov. 26, Cuba's delegation to the UN will propose a resolution condemning the law, which was
authorized by President Bush in October. "The law constitutes a threat to the sovereignty of all
nations," said Alarcon. "This matter has a universal implication and Cuba intends to present it to the
UN General Assembly. The US is adopting functions it does not have. It is trying to impose its own
law beyond its jurisdiction." (Sources: Associated Press, 11/06/92; Notimex, 11/08/92; Agence FrancePresse, 11/09/92)
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